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Concepts of “Freeware” & downloading programs (Adobe PDF Reader etc.)

What is “Freeware”?

This is any software program that is deemed Free by the publisher. The publisher may ask for a donation but this is not compulsory. Be warned that this is an ideal way for the unscrupulous to incorporate a virus code. This then becomes a “Trojan” by definition because it offers something unbelievably good for free but conceals the whole Trojan army, armed to the teeth, inside it. Now that I have scared the bejesus out of you all, I shall calm you down in a while, by showing you some “Safe” websites to visit for this kind of software.

What do I need on my PC that is “Freeware”?

There are many programs on the Internet that mimic quite closely, other “Paid For” programs but are freely distributed to anyone who wishes to use them.

Word Processing
If you want to write a letter on your PC for instance, there is always “Microsoft Word” and the newest version “2010” is (and this is the cheapest I’ve found) £92.74. That’s a lot of money just to write a letter or two.

The alternative is “Open Office” at http://www.openoffice.org/ 
“Writer” is the word processing feature in Open Office (similar to MS Word)
Spreadsheets

Again, if you want to use spreadsheets to calculate your in-come and out-goings, there is always “Microsoft Excel” and the newest version “2010” is (and this is the cheapest I’ve found) again £92.74.
The alternative is “Open Office” at http://www.openoffice.org/ 

“Calc” is the spreadsheet feature in Open Office (similar to MS Excel)
Slide Presentation
Here again, Microsoft have an application for this that’s called “Power Point” and this is also £92.74.

The alternative is “Open Office” at http://www.openoffice.org/ 

“Impress” is the presentation feature in Open Office (similar to MS PowerPoint)
Where as Microsoft will charge you £72.00 for the suite containing all these three programs,
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Open Office will charge you nothing and include “Draw” (a paint programme) and “Base” (a database program) in the same package.


There are “Online” alternatives to “Microsoft Office” and “Open Office”. These are Websites that hold software on their PCs, that you can use Free of Charge.
Such as;

“Google Docs” https://www.google.com/accounts/ServiceLogin?service=writely&passive=1209600&continue=http%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2F&followup=http%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2F&ltmpl=homepage
“Zoho” http://www.zoho.com/
“Office Live” using “Microsoft Office 2010” on the Web. For this you will need a “Windows Live” account
Picture Editing

Should you wish to manipulate your photos, there is nothing much that Microsoft has to offer unless you have installed an Office suite. If you have installed a Microsoft Office suite then you will have Microsoft Office Picture Manager but again, it offers little to the budding enthusiast.

The answer to this problem can again, be gained free of charge.

The alternatives are;

“Paint.net” http://www.getpaint.net/download.html#download
“Gimp” http://download.cnet.com/GIMP/3000-2192_4-10073935.html?tag=mncol;pop
“PhotoScape” http://download.cnet.com/PhotoScape/3000-2192_4-10703122.html?tag=mncol;pop
“Photo Pos Pro” http://download.cnet.com/Photo-Pos-Pro/3000-2192_4-10264444.html?tag=mncol;lst
“Photo Story 3 for Windows” http://download.cnet.com/Photo-Story-3-for-Windows/3000-12511_4-10339154.html?tag=mncol;lst
Adobe
Adobe offers some free software and add-ons that will make your web browsing easier and more interesting.

These consist of:

Adobe Acrobat reader; that enables you to read “PDF” files (portable document format).
Adobe Flash Player; that will add movement and video to your web pages.
Adobe Shockwave Player; for the same reason as Flash Player

Just to give you an idea of what “Adobe Flash” can do, click on this link and sit back to be entertained.
http://producten.hema.nl/
I will be showing you the procedure on downloading some of this software at the Club Meeting so, if you’re unsure and would like to see it done rather than just read about it, then come along tomorrow.
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