Catching up on missed TV programmes
Each of the TV companies or channels is promoting their own software for catching up on missed TV and/or radio programmes.  The most common one you are likely to have seen or heard of is the BBC iPlayer.

Basically all these software programmes allow you to do one of two things:-

1. Watch a missed TV programme on your computer.

2. To download a missed programme to your computer so you can watch the programme at a later date for your convenience.

In both cases if you connect your computer to your TV you can watch the missed programme on your TV’s screen but the programme will be played/generated by your computer.

This note will concentrate on the BBC iPlayer but will give the web addresses for the other channels’ software packages.

A few notes on the iPlayer

1. Not all programmes are available on the iPlayer.

2. Not all programmes on the iPlayer can be downloaded.

3. Most programmes are only available for catch up for seven days.

4. If you download a programme to your computer, you have 30 days to watch it before it is automatically deleted from your computer.

5. Once you have started to watch a programme you have seven days to complete watching it before it is automatically deleted form your computer.

6. Sometimes complete series are available on the iPlayer so the seven day guideline is now blown!

7. Radio programmes are available on the iPlayer.

8. You can watch some programmes from all BBC channels even if you cannot watch them on your current TV.

First you have to down the iPlayer download manager – go to www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/install  and follow the instructions which basically means clicking on the Run option in two successive windows as they pop up.
If you now go to www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer you can search around this page to find a programme you want to watch or a radio programme you want to listen to.

By default the iPlayer will launch every time you turn your PC on and some other default options will apply which need to be changed.  The iPlayer icon will appear in the bottom right hand corner of the task bar, right click on the icon and a menu will appear, and then left click on the settings option.  The settings window appears as below.
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The first option leave ticked, it helps stop you deleting something by accident.

The space and location option leave as default.

The run on startup I do not have ticked.  The short cut to the iPlayer still show on the desktop but it does not launch unless I want it to.  It makes PCs with less memory run a little better, not a lot but it all helps if you don’t run things in background that you don’t need.

Peer to peer should not be ticked, this stops other people accessing your PC to download something you may have already downloaded.
You can watch the programmes in the iPlayer or using Windows media player – a matter of choice – I suggest the Windows Media Player.

When you have finished click on the OK button.

To open the iPlayer either two left clicks on the icon on the desktop or one left click on the icon in the bottom right of the taskbar.  This new window will tell you if you have anything to watch or not.  You can then click on the Download Programmes link.  This takes you to the iPlayer homepage where you can search for the programme that interests you.
Once you have found the programme you want you usually have two options, to watch it now or to download it (to your PC or a portable player) to watch it later.

The copyright protection is quite strong so you will be restricted as to what you can do with the programme.  Sometimes deleting a programme, part watched or not, will stop you from re-loading it to view again.

Most other sites make you watch the programme in real time but at your convenience, you may not be allowed to download the programme of choice to your computer to view later.

For ITV go to

www.itv.com/catchup 

For channel 4 go to
www.channel4.com/watch_online 

For channel 5 go to 
www.five.tv/ and then click on the Demand Five link on the home page

For Sky go to 
www.sky.com and then click on the Sky Player link on the left hand side of the home page.

The links and locations of the links may change as the web sites are updated.

In almost each case you will have to download a specific piece of software to view the programmes, just follow the instructions given and where possible choose the settings you want as you did for the iPlayer.

